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· March 11 , 2005
05-60
For Immediate Release:
EIU TRUSTEES GIVE THUMBS-UP TO BLAIR HALL CONSTRUCTION BIDS
CHARLESTON - Even as Eastern Illinois University's Board of Trustees cleared the way for
further renovation work on fire-damaged Blair Hall Friday, most of the building's former inhabitants were
preparing for their second move in 11 months.
Trustees awarded six bids totaling a little more than $6 million to the contractors who will finish
the renovation~ and restoration of Eastern's third oldest building. The three-story, limestone masonry and
wood structure suffered extensive damage Aprir28, 2004, as the result of an accidental mid-afternoon
fire.
The building was safely evacuated and no injuries were reported.
Trustees awarded a bid in September to Grunloh Construction, Inc., of Effingham, allowing that
company to begin work early on replacing the building's roof and, thus, provide protection to the building
from further damage by the elements.
Bids awarded Friday included: general construction, English Brothers Co., Champaign,
$3,243,600; plumbing, McWilliams Mechanical, Inc., Champaign, $268,258; heating, Reliable Plumbing &
Heating,- Savoy, $849,000; ventilation, Nogle & Black Mechanical, Inc., Urbana, $399,900; electrical,
Bodine Electric, Decatur, $654,000; and sprinkler system, McDaniel Fire Systems, Inc., Champaign,
$108,234.
In addition to all labor, materials and equipment required to restore Blair Hall, the project costs
include the added materials and labor needed for a 4,800-square-foot additi.on on the building's west side,
a modification to the first-floor elevation and the installation of an automatic fire sprinkler system.
Architectural plans for the renovation, building addition and first-floor modification provide space for
expanded/larger classrooms, improved traffic flow and improved office space for building occupants.
Meanwhile, those occupants are either preparing for, in the midst of or recovering from their
second move since the fire took place. Initially, many found temporary homes in the university's former
Clinical Services building, vacated just months earlier and destined for demolition to make room for an
expanded Doudna Fine Arts Center. However, that project had temporarily stalled due to a lack of
available state funding.
With crews scheduled to resume work on the Doudna project within the next couple of weeks,
new temporary quarters had to be found for the Blair Hall occupants. Space has now been assigned as
follows:
•
Department of Sociology/Anthropology- Pemberton Hall (former dining area). Move is to take
place March 14 and 15.
•
Graduate School -Consolidated Communications building, 700 W. Lincoln. Move is to take
place March 16 and 17.
•
International Programs- Booth Library, first floor.
•
Grants and Research -- Cons91idated Communications building, 700 W. Lincoln. Move is to take
place March 16 and 17.
•
Minority Affairs & Gateway Program -- Ninth Street Hall.
•
University Counsel -to be announced.
The School of Continuing Education moved to the Consolidated Communications building in
September, while African-American Studies has found a new home in Lawson Hall, rooms 313 and 314.
All telephone numbers and e-mail addresses remain the same.
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